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Minister’s Musings: “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar,
and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest
sing for joy before the LORD” ~Psalm 96:11-13. Springtime is among us!
Many people who live in New England say fall is their favorite season. I can see why, it is
beautiful with the trees changing colors and the crispness that is in the air but for me, I
prefer spring to fall. Spring brings an end to the cold dark winter. It comes with the promise
of new life, hope and beauty. Everything from the longer days of sunshine, to smell of fresh
cut grass and new blossoms, to the sounds of birds singing and children laughing. The best
part of spring is that it means summer is just around the corner! Spring is God’s reminder to
us of the Easter promise, that death does not have the final word. This spring, take a
moment to notice new life, to witness nature “singing for joy before the Lord” if you do I
promise it will put a smile on your face and a smile in your heart. Blessings to you this
spring, Blessings, Rev. Tina
……………
Moderator’s Message: What a great time to be a part of Pilgrim! We had a wonderful
Easter season and now that the weather has warmed a little the flowers in the front beds
are in full bloom. (Thank you Sue) We dedicated our new high tech sound system last
Sunday and it sounds beautiful. Some of the new features include Bluetooth input, wireless
microphones and in the near future direct output to our members with hearing aids. I
would like to personally thank Charles Viau for all his time and technical support in building
this system. Also we can't express the sadness in the passing of a lifelong member Don
Blanchard. The whole church came together and showed the family how much he was
loved and will be missed. As we look forward we start a new Recycling program with new
trash receptacles. It will be a nice upgrade to our goal of a Greener church. Along these
same lines we are investigating an investment in LED lighting for our building with a long
term goal of cost savings thru conservation. Some upgrades under consideration are
motion activated light switches for some areas that will shut off the lights in unoccupied
rooms, smart thermostats that we can program to reduce oil consumption when the
building is not in use .
Our Annual meeting was a great success with brief reports
highlighting the wonderful work being done by everyone. Bring on summer and the bright
future that awaits us. Greg Smith.
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Christian Education: "The Easter Egg Hunt was fabulous and a huge success. The Easter
Bunny thanks EVERYONE for their donations of candy and help".

And...
" Rev. Tina put together a task for the children to collect loose change for Heifer to purchase
chicks for families across the world. The children collected $192.70. The Benevolence Fund
will add the remaining money to purchase 10 flocks of chicks."
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More information on the chicks below.
PILGRIM CHURCH ON EASTER SUNDAY
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********************
Sumner and Doris Given Memorial Both Sumner and Doris Given passed away this past
fall. A graveside interment for them will be held Saturday, June 25, at 4:00pm at the North
Weymouth Cemetery, followed by a celebration of life event at 6:00pm at Wessagussett
Yacht Club. Those planning to attend, please email Cathy Loranger at clorange@su.edu to
rsvp.
********************
Welcome To Our new church member Katie Page
Thank you everyone who came Sunday in support of our confirmation student, Katherine! It
was a joyous day and we are excited to "official" welcome her as a member of Pilgrim. The
youth of our church enrich our lives in so many ways, what a blessing they each are.

********************
Chicks for Lent! This Lent the children of Pilgrim Congregational Church collected loose
change for Heifer International. The goal of this mission Lenten practice was to teach the
youth about how to "feed my lambs", "tend my sheep" and "feed my sheep" and the power
of Christ's resurrection! Each week the children collect loose change and set new goals for
how many chicks we would purchase, it went from 100 to 200 to 500 chicks!
All together the children raise $200! Enough to purchase 10 flocks of chicks through Hiefer!
Did you know?
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Chickens require very little space, allowing families with small plots of land to
maximize what they plant. Chickens help farm production by eating insects, removing
weeds and even fertilizing crops.
When they get going, chickens can run at speeds up to 9 miles per hour. The average
human jogs at about 6 miles per hour, so good luck catching a chicken!
A single chicken lays an egg every 24-26 hours, providing over 200 eggs or chicks per
year. In addition to providing food source for a single family, these eggs and poultry
can also be taken to market and sold, raising funds for medicine clothing and more.
While chickens are not capable of sustained flight, they can get off the ground when
needed. The longest flight of a chicken on record is an incredible thirteen seconds!
Scientist believe that chickens are the closest living relative of Tyrannosaurus Rex. We
have living breathing, feathered dinosaurs all around us!

•

Great job youth of Pilgrim and adults too! Please see the pictures on page 3 of the
collection.……..
********************
Awareness Night
May 10, 2016
5:00-9:00pm
Weymouth High School Auditorium
The Weymouth Police Department is sponsoring this Awareness Night focusing on the drug
epidemic. Keynote speaker will be former NBA professional basketball player, Christ Herren.
A tale of descent into addiction, a miraculous recovery and his new life mission: to share his
story with audiences in the hopes of reaching at least one person and making a difference in
their life.
This event is FREE and open to the public. Following the speakers there will be a vigil for
those that we have lost and those who have been affected by addiction.
……..
********************
Upcoming Events/Meetings
Sunday, May 8 | Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 15 | Pentecost
Sunday, June 5 | Music Sunday
Sunday, June 12 | Children’s Sunday
Sunday, June 19 | Father’s Day
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********************
A little news from Jean Smith: Today (Sunday) I planted pansies enjoying the beautiful
spring day. But it's not too early to start thinking about the annual holiday fair! It will be
held on the Saturday before thanksgiving. Please start thinking about ideas for our raffle
table, which was a huge success last year. And the bake table, serendipity room, yard sale
items, and of course lunch!!! If you have never been a part of this event, please consider
helping out. It is so much fun! Thank you in advance. This year’s fair committee includes
Bev, Janice, Shirley, and Jean. And there's always room for more! Respectfully submitted
by Jean smith
********************
The Blanchard family would like to thank friends at
Pilgrim Church for working with us on The Memorial
Service for Don. There were many helping with the
Luncheon, Bulletin, flowers, Setting up tables,
arranging the food. We have heard from several
people how lucky we are to be members of such a
caring, giving Church. Bea.

********************
CONGREGANT OF THE MONTH
Stay tuned for a fabulous congregant next month
Any volunteers?
********************
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Congregational Sharing & Caring Corner
Shirley Richardson writes! "On the road again!" Following the north star home to
Weymouth after an incredible winter immersed in the environmental, physical , emotional,
and musical warmth of Florida. Driving over the bridge from the mainland to "my" Anna
Maria Island the click, click, click of the expansion joints sing to us " you're almost there,
you're almost there".. And we have travelled over that bridge almost every day going to and
from Sarasota - a city immersed in the arts and music and museums. They even have a free
museum dedicated to "whimsy" with the sole (or soul!) purpose to make people smile.
There are almost too many entertainment options to explore from folk, to opera, to ballet,
to behind the scene theater tours. Many churches are huge with built in sound systems and
screens. During the week many are also used as concert halls, so there are always multiple
options at reasonable costs with concerts often presented as free-will offerings. It is
possible to attend multiple events in one day. Ah, paradise! As we are packing the car and
heading home the bridges expansion joints will be clicking "don't forget to come back, don't
forget to come back." And we will, but right now Weymouth (well, really it's Beverly
calling, texting, emailing) is beaconing us. And it will be very nice to home.

********************
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Happy News from Jan O’Brien: I am going to be a mother-inlaw again. It's official, Chris, went to my daughter Kelly's work
yesterday and proposed and she said "yes". The ring is
gorgeous and I've never seen my daughter so happy! Chris is
a wonderful person and he will be a great addition to our
family!

********************

Pilgrim’s Furry friend fotos
Written by Nancy Beckworth-Moore: We are a devoted dog family, and have rarely been
without a dog since we were first married. (Our first dog went on our honeymoon with us
and drove cross country with us twice.) We lost our 2 long time companions, Blue and
Shady, last year, in June and December respectively. We knew, without question, that there
would be another dog in our future, but there is always a necessary time to mourn before
choosing a new companion. We had begun to think about a new dog, but had made no firm
decision as to when that would happen. Jim said that the right dog would come to us. And
he did....Jim was in Indiana for a couple of weeks earlier this month and had visited the local
WalMart. In the parking lot, there was a couple with puppies. Jim, of course, stopped and
spoke with them, and came away with our new puppy. This is Miles. He is about 11 weeks
old and we have all fallen in love with him already. He's full of life, and has adapted quite
well to his new home, and we have been reminded how much of a handful a puppy can
be! Miles has quickly picked up new patterns and new people in his life, and is busy
teaching us what we need to know! The couple in the Wal-Mart parking lot had several
other puppies to choose from, but Jim was drawn to the odd markings Miles sports. Miles'
coloring certainly looks very different from any other dog we've ever had. We believe his
ancestry includes catahoula leopard dog, because of the strange markings.
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Photos of Miles
*******************
Note from Jan O’Brien: I finally met Beverly's new "grand-dog",
Whisky. I was amazed when I saw him. I thought I was going to
see this little ball of fur but he's BIG! He is adorable! Jumping,
nipping, licking, all of the wonderful things a puppy does! Oh,
one thing though....if you get the opportunity to go meet
Whisky; be sure to leave your pocketbook in the car. Whisky
was out of our sight for no more than 10 seconds while I was
there. When it came time for me to leave, I grabbed my
backpack and low and behold, Whisky had eaten through one of
my straps - I now have more of a sling bag than a back
pack.....ha! ha! Nothing a little sewing can't fix.

********************

Margaret Austin 5/24; Maddy Keyes 5/6; Jamie Bryant 5/26; Sean Sullivan 5/19;
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